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Brethren, February was another busy month. We raised five more Brothers, two of which were courtesy from Waldo Lodge. Gainesville 41 is growing by leaps and bounds, eight new Master Masons in two months. The last Stated Communication found the dinning hall packed (standing room only) with both members and inquiring non-members.

   As a reminder, we have one Stated Communication per month which is on the 2nd Wednesday at 8pm and one Called on the 4th Wednesday at 6:30pm. Dinner prior to the Stated Communication is still at 7pm and refreshments will be made available for the Called Communication.

  Our charity this year will be the Boy Scouts who will be invited to join us in the child ID program, help with OES’s 100 year celebration and our open house. 

  The books for “open books” are being printed and Brother Rick Goodnight will be crafting the cabinet for the safe in the next few weeks. We anticipate going active with open books by May. 

   The next time you come to Lodge, I think you will be impressed. Thanks to a donation by our Junior Warden we have new (to us) kitchen cabinets, counter tops, double sink (with disposal), faucet and buffet table. A wonderful team of Brothers spent the last two weekends, 10 hour days, removing the old and installing the new. The floors were cleaned and oiled and throw rugs were placed to adorn certain rooms. Even the old oven is getting a royal treatment. Next on the list is the painting of the Lodge room and the waxing of the mosaic floor.  Be sure to thank Brothers; Tim Grubbs, Al Kimball, Jeff Plant, Rick Goodnight, Jay Ebbeling, Tom Metcalfe and Stan Girard for volunteering their time.

  Open house is coming up on us quickly and we need to prepare our Lodge for visitors. Our next Stated Communication will have some time set aside to hear a report from the “open house committee”. We will need a good sized group of Brothers to pool from so as to not burn out our work force. Please give some consideration in lending a hand. The front porch needs cleaning, the blinds need some TLC and a few light fixtures need repair. 

  The University of Florida will have several Doctorial students perform an assessment of the major issues of our building complete with photo documentation of the areas of concern. Many great projects lie in front of us if we are keep our Lodge building structurally sound for another 100 years. It is up to us to pass this great old building on to the next generation of Master Masons. No else is going to do it for us.

 I look forward to seeing you all in Lodge on March 9th and I commend all active members for making our great fraternity stronger. 

Fraternally, W:. Jay Ebbeling  

