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Brethren, first I want to thank all of those of you who have kept regular attendance this past year and will thank you for your future participation in the upcoming year. This past St John’s night was well attended. We even had several members of the Order of the Eastern Star join us for dinner. The Ladies decorated the Lodge, complete with Christmas tree and beautiful decorations everywhere you looked downstairs. Please remember, St John’s night is the one night in which all Master Masons are required to attend. 

  January has been a busy month. Thus far we have witnessed several, near perfect, E.A., Fellowcraft and Master Mason proficiencies. We passed five Brothers to Fellowcraft and raised five more Brothers to Master Mason and the month is not over! As a reminder, we have one Stated Communication per month which is on the 2nd Wednesday at 8pm and one Called on the 4th Wednesday at 6:30pm. Dinner prior to the Stated Communication is still at 7pm and refreshments will be made available for the Called Communication.

  We have many exciting programs scheduled for this year as well as some potential “face lifting” projects for our building. The Grand Lodge will once again make Gainesville #41 its first stop of the year which will be on June 11th. This upcoming year will have one large event mirroring last years’ open house. During the 1-2 hours of the program last year we had around 235-250 in attendance from the community, which resulted in nearly 15 new Brothers added to our fraternity. This year all Masonic District 14 Lodges will be asked to participate. I hope this years’ event will be as successful as last years and with your continued help and support it can be. We would like to get the upstairs painted prior to the event so it will be tentatively scheduled for either June or July, pending the paint job. And yes, we will need some volunteers. 

 The biggest news is that DeMolay is moving to Gainesville!!! Brother Bill will need some help once we get the ball rolling and he gets some more members in DeMolay. The Masters charity will be the Boy Scouts who will be invited to join us in the child ID program, help with OES’s 100 year celebration and our open house. Some other huge news is that Open Books is coming to Gainesville 41 in just a couple of short months. No more driving to Ocala. So many wonderful things are happening this year. More to follow….

